
 
 

Manual Arts High School  
 

 
 
Manual Arts High School (MAHS) was established in 1910, built within the South Los Angeles 
area, and is the third oldest high school in the Los Angeles Unified School District. The facility 
sits on its original 17-acre campus designed to serve 1,200 students. Today, the school serves 
over 1,300 students on a traditional 180-day school calendar. Manual Arts comprises three Small 
Learning Communities (SLCs), each with a strategic purpose or thematic focus to engage 
students’ interest, and one Magnet School.  
 
 

• Freshman Preparatory Academy (FPA)  – Designed to create a rigorous and 
supportive environment to allow incoming freshmen to acclimate to high school 
expectations and build skills for successful academic and personal growth, not only 
within their high school experiences, but college and career as well.  

• School of Business,  Entrepreneurship,  Science, and Technology (BEST)  – 
The School of Business presents multiple opportunities for students to learn 
entrepreneurial skills to become ethical leaders who will graduate and be able to 
successfully navigate the ever-changing local and global marketplace. In this small 
school, students participate in interdisciplinary project-based learning and collaborative 
partnerships that assist in their development of communication, leadership, and 
interpersonal relationship skills. Students have access to business technology and is 
developing a dual-enrollment business class with LA Trade Tech College to implement in 
Fall, 2020. 

• School of Medical Arts and Technology (SMART)  – Designed as a 3-year 
program with a rigorous curriculum and a culture of learning that empowers and 
motivates students to achieve success in college and the real world. SMART’s focus is to 
create real life opportunities in medical and other health career pathways, and to construct 
learning environments that develop the youth we serve into 21st century apprentices of 
technological advances in today’s society. Cross-curricular projects are done every 
semester, culminating with the senior portfolio and defense. Seniors in the Sports 
Medicine Pathway earn 6 college credits in Kinesiology via dual enrollment with LA 
Trade Tech College; they also earn an Advanced CPR certificate In 2018, SMART was 
among the first wave of LAUSD Schools to earn Silver Certification in Linked Learning, 
and is now working towards attaining Gold Certification in 2021.  

• College Preparatory Magnet (CPM)  Comprises a four-year program serving 342 
students and offering exploration of career pathways in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM). CPM presents an opportunity for students to enhance 
their learning experience and, in the future, to rigorously compete at major colleges and 
universities. The teachers and staff of Manual Arts College Preparatory Magnet are 
committed to providing all students with the necessary skills for both the post-secondary 
learning experience and the technologically dynamic career world. 

	
	
	
Mission-Manual Arts High School develops successful, resilient, and self-reliant students 

to be advocates for change in their school, community, and on a global scale. 
	

Vision- The Manual Arts High School community is dedicated to providing culturally 
relevant, innovative, and rigorous learning environments that prepare students to be 

college-and-career ready in our ever-evolving society.	
	


